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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

PRINCIPAL BENCH AT NEW DELHI 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 323 OF 2022 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

G. PRAMOD NAIDU ..• APPLICANT 

VERSUS 

DRM EASTERN RAILWAY, BILASPUR & ORS . 

... RESPONDENTS 

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT - MINISTRY OF 

ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE. 

I, Ved Prakash Mishra S/o Sh. R.S. Mishra aged about 48 Years, 

resently working as Director with the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

limate Change (hereinafter referred to as MoEF&CC) having office at 

solemnly affirm and state as hereunder: 

1. That, I am well acquainted with the facts and circumstances of the 

case and competent to swear this affidavit on behalf of MoEF&CC being 

the Respondent in the present Original Application. 

~ ~ ${ JPIFm fit'JIT 
VEO PRAKASH MISHRA 

~/Director 
~. 1A ~ :om"'9 ~ ~ 
Mlo Enviror.ment,Forest and Climate Chart9e 

"""'""' ~. '"flit ~ 
Govt. of India, New Delhi 
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2. That, I have gone through each and every paragraph of this Original 

Application and have understood the contents thereof. The averments 

contained in the Original Application are denied unless specifically admitted 

hereunder by the answering Respondent. 

3. That the Answering Respondent is engaged in, inter alia, policy 

formulation for abatement, control and prevention of pollution and 

prescribing environmental standards to be implemented through the Central 

Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control Boards 

(SPCBs)/ Pollution Control Committees (PCCs). 

Besides, the concerned State Pollution Control Boards/Pollution Control 

Committees are empowered to take all such measures as are deemed 

necessary or expedient for the purpose of protection and improving the 

quality of environment as well as prevention, control and abatement of 

environmental pollution. 

4. That it is submitted that vide its Order dated 29.11.2022, this Hon'ble 

Tribunal impleaded the Answering Respondent Ministry as Respondent No. 

4 in the present Original Application and directed that a response shou~d be 

filed regarding the covering of loose/bulk consignments including coal by 

tarpaulin and taking of other appropriate measures for abatement of air 

pollution. 

~N 
~ 'SPIS'm fi!t'MT 

VEO PRAKASH MISHRA 
~/Director 

~. 1A ~ ~ 1lftlnA ~ 
M/o Enviror.ment,Forest and Climate Cha~e '""""' ~ . ..,...., ~ 
Govt. of India, New Delhi 

,:t frt ~ '!l -~ 

''>il , '• A I <' 
I " ) ' ' • I ' ~ ., 
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5. That the Railway Board, Ministry of Railways vide its document No. 

TCR/1057/2018/02 dated 30.09.2019 regarding covering ofloaded wagons 

with Tarpaulin Sheet advised to use tarpaulin sheet for covering the wagons 

before transportation of pollution intensive commodities. 

A copy ofthe document No. TCR/1057/2018/02 dated 30.09.2019 issued by 

the Railway Board, Ministry of Railways is annexed herewith as 

ANNEXURE R-1. 

6. That it is further submitted that in exercise of the powers conferred 

by Section 3, Section 6 and Section 25 of the Environment Protection Act, 

1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub- rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment 

(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed 

with the requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of 

the said rules, in public interest, amended the Environment (Protection) 

Rules, 1986 vide its Notification No. S.O. 1561 (E) dated 21.05.2020 which 

also mentions about the coal transportation by covered railway wagons 

and/or covered conveyer beyond the mine area. That it is most respectfully 

submitted that vide the above-mentioned Notification, the Rules were 

(i) 

~~ 
~ JASm fi!t.om 

VEO PRAKASH MISHRA 
.....r- ~/Director 
.,.,,,nvr, 1R 'Ill!~~~ 
Mlo Enviror.ment,Forest and Climate ChaM 

"""" ~. "'nf ~~e 
Govt. Of India. Nevv n .,. ,,.. , 

Coal transportation may be undertaken by covered Railway 

wagon (railway wagons covered by tarpaulin or other means) 
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and/or covered conveyer beyond the mine area. However, till 

such time enabling Rail transport/conveyer infrastructure is 

not available, road transportation may be undertaken in 

trucks, covered by tarpaulin or other means ... " 

rw~Copy>'Of the Notification No. S.O. 1561 (E) dated 21.05.2020 issued by 
<.:I 'I ' , • \ · \' 

the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is annexed 

herewith as ANNEXURE R-2. 

7. Further, vide the afore-mentioned Notification, the Central 

Government also clarified that the above condition along with other 

conditions shall be deemed to be additional conditions ·of the relevant 

Environmental Clearance for respective projects for financial year 2020-21 

and onwards. Further, the existing Environmental Clearance shall also stand 

modified so as to make the above conditions operative for relevant sectors. 

8. That the presept affj.davit is being filed by the Respondent, however, 

• , r the role of the An'swering Respondent Ministry is limited to the extent with 

regard to evolyirlg/ framing standards, under the mandate of the 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. The standards are revisited and 

revisions, modification or amendments are published in the gazette. 

~v~ 
« 'A"QS'm ~4fT 

VED PRAKASH MISHRA 
~/Director 

~. 1A ~ ~ qftlf<R ~ 
Mia Enviror.ment,Forest and Climate Cha~e 

'O'fl'n'J ~. .... ~ 
Govt. of India. Now Delhi 
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9. The Answering Respondent craves leave of this Hon'ble Court to add 

to amend or alter the said Counter, if so required. 

~~ 
DEPONENT 
~ l1'll"m film 

VED PRAKASH MISHRA 
~/Director 

VERIFICATION: ~ .. 1A 'Q'li ~ ~ ~ 
_ ') O?? M/o Enwor.ment,Forest and Climate Cha!J9e 

Verified at New Delhi on tbi 1.___Q,f CafLYUember, 2@iQ1tmrtth~~o~nlt~ .... 

of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 

belief and nothing material has been suppressed or concealed therein. 

'{(; 

~ONENT 
~ mBm fitm 

VEO PRAKASH MISHRA 
~ ~/Director 

• 1A ~ lili'lliTg ~ ~ 
Mlo Enviror.ment,Forest and Climate Change 
G~~.~~ 

. o India, New Delhi 

2 7 DEC 2022 
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'-·· 3Tmi 'lHiilH (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA) 

m Jfiill\>i'lt (MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS) 

tor~ iM" (RAILWAY BOARD) 

No. TCR/1 057/2018/02. 
New Delhi , Dated : 30.09.201 9 

Principal Chief Commercial Manager 
All, Indian Railways 

Sub : Covering loaded wagons with Tarpaulin Sheet. 

Ref. : (i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

Boards letter No. 2015/EnHM/15/01 dated 16.04.2018; 

Rates Circular No. 24 of 2006 dated 23.03.2006; 
Rates Circular No. 27 of 2016 dated 20.1 0.2016; 

Board has been receiving requests for guidelines on the above subject. 

Issue has been examined and it has been observed that detailed guidelines for Prevention 

of Pollution in handling of pollution intensive commodities have been notified by 
Environment Directorate of Ministry of Railways vide letter referred at (i) above. 

General conditions have been notified for packing various commodities being transported 
by rail. For transportation of loose/bulk consignments, no specific packing condition is 

required vide letter referred at (ii) above. 

As per condition 1.0 (x) (ii) of letter referred at (iii) above, Tarpaulin Sheet, if any for 
covering the open and flat wagons should be provided by the consignor at their own co~t 

under Freight Incentive Scheme for loading packed consignment in open and flat wagons. 

It is therefore, advised that due precaution should be taken while transporting/handling 
pollution intensive commodities. Tarpaulin sheet for covering the wagons should be 

securely tied before transportation to comply directive of State Pollution Control Board. 

(This disposes off South Eastern Railway's letter No. RA. 41iRates!Misc.I(Loose) dotod 05. 09.2019 and 

Western Railway's letter No. C 7111/Pollulion-Vol. II dalod 15. 02.2019) 

SJ:IJ.i~ 
·~ .. ,,5 /t~ 

(Shllpl 81shnol) 
Director Traffic Commercial (Rates) 

Railw<ty Bonrd 
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~"«'. tt.~.- 33004/99 REGD. No. D. L.-33004/99 

Ohl 

<r:he <!:JoLette of 3ndia 

~- 1400] 
No.1400] 

~-~--~-~.-3f.-21 052020-219495 
CG-DL-E-21052020-219495 

~ 

EXTRAORDINARY 
'ifT1T II-~~-~ (ii) 

PART 11-Section 3-Sub-section (ii) 

~~~ 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

~ ~. "!~f'i~<m, 1ft 21, 2020~l?m1131, 1942 
NEW DELHI, THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020NAISAKHA31, 1942 

~~. 21lf{, 2020 

CfiT.31T.1561(3l).~~~;r q~TCf(OI (~) f.l~!ii<:F41, 1986 ~~ 5 ~~ 

~ q~fct(OI (weror) ~. 1986 (1986 "i.fiT 29) <fiT mu 3, mu 6 a1h: mu 25 ~ ~ ~ 

~Tftf;<if 'fiT ~ ~ gQ:, ~~T ~ (~~T ~) OllT 34% CfCfi <fiT "ffi+rr $ ~ CfiT ~ ~ ~ 

~ -arq-~~<fiT~~ 01lT ~ m gq: '+fmr ~ ~. 31m~ if m."i.fiT.f.t 

02 (31"), ~ 2 ~. 2014 IDU q~TCf(OI (WeroT) f."l~iilctJl, 1986 ~ f.r:nr 3 ~ ;aq~J:Iii 8 CfiT 

~~m~~~ 

at<~ m."i.fiT.f.t 02 (ar), ~ 2 ~. 2014 IDU '3'Rf ~ IDU fi'lk1R'IF€ia 

~-"fftm CfCfi ~ 3NCIT ~ 3NCIT ~ ~ (~f."lf?hff1~f2:;s ~). ~ ~~T m+nfr :;:ffifffi 

-smt~fd" (34% > ~ 3lfiron ;:rr ~. 'fiT ~ m ~ ~ ~iii R1 if) amrn: ~ ~ 31Tmfur crrr ~ 

~ 01lT ~ ~ lJ<IT ~: 

2143 Gl/2020 (1) 
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2 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA: EXTRAORDINARY [PART II- SEC. 3(ii)] 

sti+n:f. ~~cf;T~ ~(fttc-~~}'<fil~ ~ ~ -arq ~-Bhrr 
~~~~cfiTFT 

(<fi) ~ crrr ~ ~ (foRft '4t ~~~en)~~ 2 ¥. 2014 ~ 
~ ~) a1h: ~ crrr ~ ~ ~ ~ t1lT'f ft(( ~ ~~ ~I 
~ (100 ~~llcm: a1h: ~ rn.~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~) furf~fu.r rn ~ ~ ~ 

mit~ 

(~") 1000~~~~ 2 ¥. 2014 ~ 

~I 

(lf) 750-1000~~~ 1 ~. 2015 ~ 

~I 

(~) 500-749~~~ 5 ¥. 2016 ~ 

~I 

31tt~. ~~~ q4l<4'C01 (werur) f.l4li i<4J1 ~~5 ~~-f.'rnr (3) ~~~ 

q4t<4<UI (werur) ~. 1986 (1 986 <fiT 29) cf;T mu 6 a1h: rnT 25 ~or~ 3N4T ~~<fiT 
~ Gfl& ~ ~ ~ ~. arnrun:ur it "ij",Cfil.Olf. 3305 (3f), ~ 7 ~. 2015 afR 

m.CfiT.f.'t.593 (or) , crrfusr 28 ¥ . 2018 mu ~ \3~ 1 ~'1 cf;T &llm 3ih: ~ ~ cf;T ~ cf;T 

~ a1h: ~-~ ~ ~ 'SfT'Cij' fcli-c!: \if'A ~ 3lfan: ~ crrr ~ ~ cf;T ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ lfT"1'CliT alR f4 f.l fltse ~~<fiT~~ ~I 

altt~, q4lq(OI, 'Cf'1' a1h: \il~<4 1 1 qf{qd'1 ~~~ ~ ID'(T ~ 13 ~. 

2011 <fiT~ cf;T lf{ ~ ti'~?ilfmr ~ ~ ~ ~ crrr fu!cr ~ 'iT <fit 2022 CfCfi ~ 
~ 'dq<fi(OI ~ ~ ~ ~ q4l<4'COI (WefUT} ~. 1986 cfiT &ro 5 ~ ~ ~!?T \ilrtT 
m ~~~~~~<fiT~ 1 ~. 2011 ~ 1fiT.t. <fl!-15017t4ot2oo7-4lc!l:s~ 

ID'<T ~~T ft(( l 

a1tt ~. ~ ~ ~ 3Rf ~ ~ 'fi'N'-'fi'N' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
sihllfTIRh~fi ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ crrr ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~-~!?T <fiT 'YCIT ~it 
~ 'dqifl(Oj)' ~ ~fl~d ~ ~ a1h: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~!?ffim aitt ~ d~4d l ~ 'SI"4W ~ \iiT 

~ ~; crrr ~~<fiT "CnSS' ~ cf;T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ fW!: ~"1 1 ~'1 ~ lT4T ~ 

a1h: ~ ~ "CnSS' (~ ~!?T} f.l <ti l ~~ I ~ ((§I ((§I I q ~ afR "CnSS' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ S( 011 RP•i'i 'iT 

~~lf4T~; ~~~~~~m~~\il'nlT~; ~~~it~ 

~-~~r ~ f.fmur, ~ ~. ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ftRr 9Q:' ~ a1tt ~ rn 'iT m ~ 
~ ~-~ ~ ~ Gfi{ ~ '3q41~n ~ ~ 'SI"4W cf;T \iiT ~ ~; ~ ~~r cf;T +fT'5IT 34% CfCfi 

~ m cf;T 3ll'Cf~~ ~<fiT~ CfiT 3l1<ml' ~ ~ fW!: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~!?ft ~ ~ 
<fiT at ~.,.y~ (311'3'lc'ful} ~ ~~ 

attt~. ~ ~ ~ ap:f ~ ~ ~-'fi'N' ~FcRT ~~ mm m w ~ R 
~ cf;T 1°1.,. ~ 1. 3lTCfiT( a1tt ~ m+rnr it wm ~ ~ f.ttcR ~ 'S("ll"ffi Cfi<: ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ \3 q <fi (Uj)' cf;T ¥-¥ it \3 ~ €I 4l4 "fllfi 3lf{ ~. ~ ~ ~ if <fi'{ ~ CfiT ((§I ((§II q W'aT ~ 
a1tt ~ m ~ ~-~ (crr~?rmr} CfCfi ~ cf;T OTtr +fT'5IT ~ ~ imT ~ \ii'R afR m anir 
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['llllr II-~ 3(ii)] 

~ ~ CfCfi ~ iifR ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~ CfCfi ~ iifR ~ ~; ~ cfiT ~ m ~'fiT~~ 
~ afR crr~rtt ~it~~~~~ <fiT U€1" <fiT lW-511 ~ ~ t f.tB ~ ~ 
crr~rtt ~<fit~ ;aq~"i~l<fldt ~it.~~~~~~~ 

~ ~. ~ ~ afR ~ ~ ;r ~ ~ fcpn- ~ fcfi ~ 2 ~. 

2014<fiT~"IR'Tf:~ID"U.~~'fiT~~~~m~~~cm-1R 
lftt ~ ~ ~ ~~ q<jfq(OI "tR ~ "Sf'lfCI" ~ fuRT~ <fiT~~ <fiT ¥fl{~~ 
~~'3C'll~'1 it~~~ 

~ ~. ;:ftftt awWr ;r 3ftr'fi ftt!1i it CJT~ffl. ~ 1Ft'f, q f)::q ~'1 ~ ~ ~ it 
~ <fiT ~ <fiT ~ ~ ~ ~ <fiT f.t~~ em- ~ ~ ~ GffilT ~ 'fl'N"-~ ~ it ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~4)qqdf ~it crr~rtt ~<fiT ~~'ll~ ~ ~ ~ Cfi"«<T t ~ 
crr~rtt ~ aA<n ~~it fcrnfur ~ t ~ ~ m q-{ ~~<fiT~ it aRCfi 
~ "~R ~~'fiT f.'l4~a 'fiVIT 3lfuct; ~~~;~~it~ U€1" (~!?T} ~ 

<fi1lTI ~UN-~ qr.ft 'fiT ~ ~ ~ ~ afR ~ ~ ~ ~~\itT~. ~ 
~ m<rr it qr.ft <fiT ~ ~ ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ~; CII~Tff ~ ~ f.MCR 'fiT 

q<jfq(OI "!R ~ "Sf'lfCI" ~ ~~~~+!""P-IT it f.tB ~ mm ~. ~ ~ 
~. ~ '+i o:s I (01 I ~ ~ <fiT (€1 (€11 Cl I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 'fiT (€1 (€11 Cl afR f.'McR 

'fiVIT ~~.~~<fiT ~~l'!lf8, ~ f.Mi"rn ~ ~ ~OI*dl, ~ ~. ~ ~ '!R 

~~ft~1o1ctc:a1 '!R~~m~t ~~~~~#~it~~ 
~~~mq<~fct<oft<~ @1~~~~~ 

~ ~. ;:ftftt awWr ;r ~ ~~T <fiT~~ q<lfct<oA4 am~ +nffi 'liT f.'taRur 
CfiVIT afR ~ ~ CfiVIT f44Cfi'iot ~. ~ ~ it ~~T <fiT 1WSIT ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. 
qftct~'1 ~ ~ 31Ta-R '!R ~ '3C'l l~<hl ~~~~~I 

~~. q<jfq(OI, GR"~~qf{qcf'1 ~~~. ~P:f?IT~~~~4~;fj, 

;:ftfct ~ ~ "Cfl{ ~~ <fiT ft1ITt "tR ~ m ~ ~ ~ em- ~ ~ ~ 
~itf.'IJ<1Plf€1a ~'!R~~-

i) ~ ~ it ~~T mtnfi <fit +!""P-IT ~ ~ ~I CIT!?ro it ~!?T tfTll1ft ~ ~ (CJT~lft 
alh:~m)it~~\il"Tift~~~~~~mit~ 
~ \ifTdT ~. ~~r mtnft <fiT f.McR m ~~~~mit~ \ifTdT ~; 

ii) "ctTY"~m~~. ~~r~~~aCfl;:ft<fi'l ~-ij-~~fW!a ~~~ 

\Ffit ~-~~T <fiT f.'l<ICfl(OI m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :jqCfi(OI ~ ~. ~ ~~T 

f.'ltSifl'JOI ~ ~ ~. ~~T ~ ~ ~ ~ firRA altt ~ frm ~ ~­
~m~~~~(~)~~; 

iii) q<!Tct<vl , Gf'1" ~ ~ qftctd'1 ~ ;r ~ lfT'fCfl" ~ ~ ~ ~ 

"#llf~T: "dTY" ~ ~ ~ fl'l <!ajQ;O ~ "ij-~ lfRCflT 'fiT ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

fcfi<n: ll<IT ~; 

3 
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4 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II- SEC. 3(ii)] 

· a1tt~. ~i):~T~&<ra1h:~~l:f<:~~~~~~~~~ 
~ q4fq'(uf)4 ~~~~~<f;T~~~~~Gfll4(t)j~ ~3flRAT 
f1 w•i1 Rl a ~~ 

a1tt ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~-19 'l~l'll£1 ~ 
W lfl{'l fC4 ~q ~~T if ~ \3Ctl I ~'1 ~ ~ ~ $r <fit ll""i<f ~ si1 ffi I ~a 'f){ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ 3lfCf~1:fCfi"aT ~ m- gq: ~ <4iown4 ~ ~ ~ ~ w <fiT~~ 

a{Gf, ~. ~ ~ q4fq'(OI (~) ~4'llctJ1, 1986 ~f.'rn:r 5 ~ \3q~4'l (4) ~~ 

~ q4f<4'<01 ~ ~. 1986 (1986 "GflT 29) <fir mcr 3, an:r 6 a1h: mu 25 ~ ~ arq;iT 

~~ "GflT -sr:ft1T m gq:, "\3CRf ~4'ilctd1 ~ f.t<n:r s ~ :aq~4'l (3) ~ lfflT (ar) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

31~C41Jtal ~~~~~~if q4fC4'<01 {W&lUT) ~4'llct#1, 1986 cN aWt ~~Ttfmr ~ gtJ: 

~a;:1<1 ~ARII"€la f.t<n:r~t ~: 

1. (1) ~~~q4f<4<0I (w&liJT) "{{"~rr&<r~4'l iC4J1, 2o2o~~~ 

{2) it f1 '<Gfl l £1 ~if~~ <fir~ it~ ~I 

2. q4fct'(ul {~) ~4'llctJ1, 1986 if, f.t<n:r 3 if, ;aq~4'i (8) ~ fmJ: ~Afilf€la \3q~4'l 
~~.~:-

"(8) Cfl'T ~ ~ ~. i):~T "fi"TlnfT 3P-TCIT ~~?it~~ ft<rr, ~AR1f€la ~raT~ 
3l~<mfr.r ~~~<fir~~: 

(1) ~ 'll'1~o~l ~~ sth::i1R'Icfil4 ~~"i.fl"BT: 

i. ~ ~ a1h: ~~~itt IDU "fJlf4"-~ 1:f<: ~ ~~iT~ 
~ Fcl Fcl <fa "ffilllft ~ ~ Fcl ~ fltSC 'll '1 ~~I "GflT 3P! q I{'! '1 Cfi'<'ITI 

ii. <rr~rtt ~~if ~;sRi~l ~ ~ "i.flT ~lfloftJ-l(a'<Jl'!'d CR ~) si"l'tlll1'lcfil 

3lfmfur ~~if~~ ~I ~lflaf141 tP:f.iiT if ~;gRill~~~ 
~ <rr~lit if~{~)~ ~I 

2. i):~T ~ "GflT ~: 

i. Cfl'T ~ WM-~ gq: ~ it~ ~ gq: ~ lf'( ~ rn ~ "GflT'(1JT ~-it~r 
~(~ ~ \3Ctll~'1 ~)<fir 61fdl1:<ta ~<fiT "l:fp.fffi" "SfTCd" ~ ~. ~­

~ 1:f<: ~<fit lf{ ~if~-~ ~raT GflT 11IWf ~I 

ii. it~r ~&01 ~~~<fir~ "i.flT ~ m ~ ~ Sl~lil111'1cfil "fl"liTtiT'1" ~ "@; 

iii. ~ 3lfCf~"f<fi ~ m ~-it~r GflT ~ ~ «f."l~ a m ~ tmJ: ~ ~ 
~ ~ 3lf~ 1:f<: i):~T "GflT ~ ~-~ ~ (~4')fq?;c;'() "fd"'< "Y1:: fcfi<IT 
~I 

iv. Cfl'T ~ rn ~ 2(i) ~~<mfR. WtT ~ ~ ~ m (~ ~) if 
(~ 'iiRI<t>l IDU~GRPIT~) q4fC4<uftq ~~~~~~-i):~T"GflT 
f.Mc:T'1" ~I 
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['TilT II-~ 3(ii)] 

i. ~~~~{fa (q I~ 3NGfT ~ ~ ~~ ~ icl; gt:!; ~ ~) afi"(/3N<JT "WR­

$1" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ {~) IDU ~ ~ CfiT 4~"1~'1 ~~I ~. \ifGf aCfi 

~ qft:ct~'1~ ~ .. ~l~'f"H ~~ <r@ ~ ~. ~ qftC4~'1 ~ IDU ~ ~ 
'illfa<ql~ 3N<IT~~~~~~~~I 

ii. Of"!1 ~ rn- IDU ~ ~ \iiTI:!," fefi 

fen> ~ 3NGfT ~ IDU q RC4~.., ~ ~ ~ m if 3NCIT ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ 3NGIT~~~w; 3lh: 

c~"> <lft ~ 3NGfT ~~<fiT ~mrr ~ ~ qf1:q~.., ...,. w ~. m ~ 
~~\iiTI:!," fef;~ l9R~ ~B1cttl ~ ~~CfiT qft:ct~'1 ~gq; 

~ {Rl (q I~ 3N<rr ~~liT~~ IDU), 3N<fT ~ 3Trlf ~ « ~ ~ ~ 
IDUWI 

(4) ~ ~ <flf 2o2o-21 3lh: m ~ ~ ~ ~ qft<ll\il'11arr ~ rn q4f•HoA4 ~ 
<fiT 31Rlft:'ft1 ~m '+fT w:rm ~~ ~ q4fct<o04 t41tfclJ:4"'i ~ tt~ilfmr ~ ~ ~ 
~~~~-aqu'ftl ~mctir~~fffi~\ifT~I d~~ftl<~~~~ 
~ IDU ~<fiT~ \if1fT <fiT ~I 

[llif.~. 13014/01/2020-~-l(if)] 

<fun ir.H, ~ ~ 

fuxrJT~ ~ mur ~~it ~.CfiT.3lT. 844{31"), ~ 19 ~ 1986 mr ~ ~ ~ q 
3lh: ~~'qldctdf ~~ffi.r;:r tf.CfiT.3lT. 82{31"), ~ 16 ~. 1987; Cfil.3lf. 64{31), ~ 

18 ~. 1988; m.CfiT.f.t. 931(31), ~ 27 ~.1989; <fil.3lf. 23{31), ~ 

16 ~. 1991; m.CfiT.f.t. 95(31), ~ 12 ~. 1992; m.<fil.f.t. 329{31), ~ 13 

l=!"Rf, 1992; m.CfiT.f.t. 562{31), ~ 27 11{, 1992; m.Cf>T.f.t. 884{31), ~ 20 ~. 

1992; m.CfiT.f.t. 386 {31), ~ 22 $, 1993; m.CfiT.f.t 422 (31), ~ 1911{, 1993; 

m.CfiT.f.t. 801 {31), ~ 31 ~. 1993; m.CfiT.f.t. 320 {3f), ~ 16 m, 1994; 

m.CfiT.f.t. 560 {31), ~ 19 ~. 1997; m.CfiT.f.t. 378 (3f), 'd"rthsr 30 ~. 1998; 

m.CfiT.f.t. 07 {31), ~ 22 ~. 1998; m.CfiT.f.t. 407 {3f), 'd"rthsr 31 11{, 2001; 

m.CfiT.f.t. 826 (ar), 'd"rthsr 16 ~. 2009; m.CfiT.f.t. 513 (ar), 'd"rthsr 28 ~. 2012; 

m.CfiT.f.t. 02 (31), ~ 02 ~. 2014; CfiT.3lT. 3305 (31), ~ 07 ~. 2015; 

m.CfiT.f.t. 593 (31), 'd"rthsr 28 ~. 2018; a1h: CfiT.3lT. 236 (a:r), ~ 16 ~. 2020 IDU 

~~I 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 21st May, 2020 

S.O. 1561(E). - Whereas the Central Government had, in exercise of its powers under Section 3, 
Section 6 and Section 25 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with rule 5 of Environment 
(Protection) Rules, 1986, published draft rules further to amend sub-rule (8) of rule 3 of Environment 
(Protection) Rules, 1986, in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, vide number G.S.R. 02(E), dated the 
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znd January, 2014 mandating certain categories of thermal power plants to use coal with ash content restricted to 
34%. 

And whereas, the said Notification vide number G.S.R. 02(E) dated the 2nd January, 2014, mandated 
coal based thermal power plants to use raw or blended or beneficiated coal with ash content not exceeding 
thirty-four percent (34%), on quarterly basis, by the time lines given below: 

Sl. No. Category of Power Plant Distance of location of Thermal Time lines 
Power Plant from pit-head/coal mine 

(a) Stand-alone Thermal Power Plants Located in urban areas, or With effect from 
(any capacity), and ecologically sensitive areas or 2nd June, 2014. 
Captive Thermal Power Plants (with 

critically polluted areas, irrespective 
of distance from pit-head, except pit-

capacity of 100 MW and above) 
head power plants. 

(b) beyond 1000 km With effect from 

2nd June, 2014. 

(c) between 750-1000 km With effect from 

1'1 January, 2015. 

(d) between 500-749 km With effect from 

5th June, 2016. 

And whereas, the Central Government had, rn exerctse of 1ts powers under sectlons 6 and 25 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment 
(Protection) Rules, in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, vide number S.O. 3305 (E), dated the 7th December, 
2015 and G.S.R. 593 (E), dated the 28th June, 2018 published the emission standards and specific water 
consumption for various category of thermal power plants, based on capacity of power generation and date of 
installation of power plant and to be achieved in time bound manner. 

And whereas, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change directed the Central Pollution 
Control Board vide F.No.Q-15017/40/2007-CPW dated the 7th December, 2017 to issue Directions under 
Section 5 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to various Thermal Power Plants to install pollution control 
equipment as per the revised plan submitted by the Ministry ofPower dated the 13th October, 2017 by 2022. 

And whereas, the Ministry of Power has, inter alia, represented that with advancement in pollution 
control technologies, thermal power plants are better equipped to capture fly-ash generated in combustion 
process and unwashed coal can be used more efficiently and economically; thermal power plants are designed 
for coal with wide variety of ash content and are equipped with dry ash evacuation, handling and supply systems 
for ash utilisation; using washed coal makes power generation costlier; fly ash generated in thermal power 
plants is being used in several beneficial uses like cement manufacturing, brick making, road laying, back-fill 
material for reclamation of mine voids and low lying areas; requirement of maintaining average ash content to 
34% prompts industries to undertake import of coal, resulting in outflow of foreign exchange etc. 

And Whereas, the Ministry of Coal has, inter alia, represented that the coal mines are constantly 
striving to improve raw coal in terms of quality, size and extraneous material over the years which has 
considerably reduced wear and tear of all related equipment, coal washing process involves multiple handling 
and avoidable road transportation of huge quantities of coal from coal mines to washeries and then to rail 
sidings for onward transport to power plants; the washing process only divides the coal into washed coal and 
washery rejects while the ash content of mined coal remains the same; use oflow grade coal washery rejects, in 
the multiple small user industries, generates more pollution etc. 

And Whereas, the Ministry of Coal and Ministry of Power have, therefore, represented that the 
mandating power plants to use washed coal requires to be revisited by reconsidering the notification dated the 
2nd January, 2014 which will help ease power generation for long distance haulage of coal without adverse 
impact on the environment. 

And Whereas, the NITI Aayog, in its report after analysing the issue from the perspective of 
washeries, Coal mining, transportation and consumption of coal at power plants has, inter alia, summed up that 
use of washery rejects in nearby industries generates more pollution; since washery rejects are distributed in 
number of smaller industries, the pollution control at numerous points is more difficult than controlling the 
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pollution at power plant end; Ash generated in the washing process pollutes water along with coal particles and 
cannot be gainfully utilised; Coal washing process involves increased water use, effluent generation; Disposal of 
washery rejects has negative environmental impact as it has to handle and dispose huge quantity of low grade 
coal washery rejects, liquid effluent streams, coal storage, handling coal dust, runoff and fugitive dust; Coal 
washing also adversely impacts topography, water drainage pattern and quality, water bodies, surrounding air 
quality at large scale; Washing process increases the cost of power generation with no commensurate 
environmental advantages etc. 

And Whereas, NITI Aayog has, therefore, recommended that it may be prudent to determine and 
enforce the environmental and pollution norms, to be complied with by the power generators, rather than 
restricting the ash content in coal, based on distance of transportation. 

And Whereas, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate C hange, after deliberating the 
representations from Ministry of Power, Ministry of Coal, report of NITI Aayog and various stakeholders and 
after careful considerations & in larger public interest, arrived at the following: 

(i) The extent of ash content in mined coal remains the same. With washeries, the ash content gets divided 
at two places (washeries and the power plant), whereas if unwashed coal is used in power plant, the ash 
content is handled at only one place viz. the power plant; 

(ii) Thermal power plants are technologically equipped to address pollution control, ash management as 
they have high efficiency equipment to capture fly ash, dry ash evacuation and handling systems, ash 
supply systems for ash utilisation and tall stacks for wider dispersal of flue gases; 

(iii) The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified emission norms, mandating 
respective thermal power plants to adhere to such norms in a time bound manner; 

And Whereas, it is expedient to adopt best possible framework towards handling of unwashed coal 
including management of fly ash and other associated environmental aspects arising out of processing of 
unwashed coal at different stages. 

And Whereas, the Ministry of Coal has represented that in view of the existing unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic and the resultant immediate requirement of utilization of domestic coal by stimulating 
coal sector demand for power generation in the country, it is desirable to issue the notification at the earliest. 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 3, Section 6 and Section 25 of the 
Environment Protection Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) 
Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under clause (a) of 
sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby makes the following rules to further amend the 
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, namely: -

1. (1) These rules may be called the Environment (Protection) Amendment Rules, 2020 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. In the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, in rule 3, for sub-rule (8), the following sub-rule 
shall be substituted, namely :-

"(8) Use of coal by Thermal Power Plants, without stipulations as regards ash content or distance, 
shall be permitted subject to following conditions: 

(1) Setting Up Technology Solution for emission norms: 

(i) Compliance of specified emission norms for Particulate Matter, as per extant 
notifications and instructions of Central Pollution Control Board, issued from time to 
time. 

(ii) In case of washeries, Middling and rejects to be utilized in FBC (Fluidised Bed 
Combustion) technology based thermal power plants. Washery to have linkage for 
middling and rejects in Fluidised Bed Combustion plants. 

(2) Management of Ash Ponds: 

(i) The thermal powers plants shall comply with conditions, as notified in the Fly Ash 
notification issued from time to time, without being entitled to additional capacity of 
fly ash pond (for existing power generation capacity) on ground of switching from 
washed coal to unwashed coal. 

(ii) Appropriate Technology solutions shall be applied to optimise water consumption for 
Ash management; 
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(iii) The segregation of ash may be done at the Electro-Static Precipitator stage, if required, 
based on site specific conditions, to ensure maximum utilization of fly ash; 

(iv) Subject to 2(i) above, the thermal power plants to dispose flyash in abandoned or 
working mines (to be facilitated by mine owner) with environmental safeguards. 

(3) Transportation: 

(i) Coal transportation may be undertaken by covered Railway wagon (railway wagons 
covered by tarpaulin or other means) and/or covered conveyer beyond the mine area. 
However, till such time enabling Rail transport/conveyer infrastructure is not 
available, road transportation may be undertaken in trucks, covered by tarpaulin or 
other means. 

(ii) It shall be ensured by the thermal power plant that 

a. Rail siding facility or conveyor facility is set up at or near the power plant, for 
transportation by rail or conveyor; and 

b. If transportation by rail or conveyor facility is not available, ensure that the coal is 
transported out from the Delivery Point of the respective mine in covered trucks 
(by tarpaulin or other means), or any mechanized closed trucks by road. 

(4) This shall also be deemed to be additional conditions of the relevant Environmental Clearances for 
respective projects for financial year 2020-21 and onwards. The existing Environmental 
Clearances shall stand modified so as to make the above conditions operative for relevant sectors. 
The Consent to Operate shall be issued by respective State Pollution Control Boards accordingly." 

[F.No.13014/01/2020-IA.I{T)] 

GEETA MENON, Jt. Secy. 

Note:-The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India vide number S.O. 844(E), dated the 
19th November,l986 and subsequently amended vide numbers S.O. 82(E), dated 16th February, 
1987; S.O. 64(E), dated18th January, 1988; G.S.R. 931(E), dated 27th October, 1989; S.O. 23(E), 
dated 16th January, 1991; G.S.R. 95(E), dated 12th February, 1992; G.S.R.329(E), dated 
13th March, 1992; G.S.R. 562(E), dated 27th May, 1992; G.S.R. 884(E), dated 20th November, 
1992; G.S.R. 386(E), dated 22nd April, 1993; G.S.R. 422(E), dated 19th May, 1993; G.S.R. 
801(E), dated 31st December, 1993; G.S.R. 320(E), dated 16th March, 1994; G.S.R. 560(E), 
dated 19th September, 1997; G.S.R. 378(E), dated 30th June, 1998;G.S.R. 7(E), dated 22nd 
December, 1998; G.S.R. 407(E), dated 31st May, 2001; G.S.R. 826(E), dated 16th November, 
2009; G.S.R. 513(E), dated 28th June, 2012; G.S.R. 02(E) dated 2nd January, 2014; S.O. 3305 
(E), dated 7th December, 2015; G.S.R. 593(E), dated 28th June, 2018 and S.O. 236 (E), dated 
16th January, 2020. 
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